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Today’s Agenda

 Free Community College

 FAME’s New Mainer Section
• Getting Ready

• Paying for College

• Credential Evaluation
o Foreign Credentialing Grant Program

• New Mainer Resources

• FAQs

• Other Resources

 How Floreka Can Help!



Tuition-Free Community 
College

What is the free community college initiative? 

 Provides two years of tuition-free community college to the 
Maine high school graduates in the Classes of 2020, 2021, 
2022, and 2023 and was recently extended to include the 
Classes of 2024 and 2025!

 The Free College Scholarship pays 100% of tuition and 
mandatory fees at any one of the seven colleges across the 
state.



Tuition-Free Community 
College

To qualify, students must: 

 Have a high school diploma or equivalent. This includes 
home schooled students, and students earning a GED or 
Hi-SET during those years. 

 Pursue an associate degree or academic credential 

 Live in Maine at the time of enrollment and while 
enrolled in the program

 Accept all federal and state grants 

• Eligible students need to file a FAFSA to see if they are eligible 
for a Pell Grant and/or a Maine State Grant. 



What if the student is not eligible for federal student aid? 
Are they eligible for the Free College Scholarship?

 Yes – students not eligible for federal student aid are 
eligible for the Free College Scholarship.

 Students do not need to file a FAFSA!

 Instead, the student needs to contact an advisor at the 
community college they plan to attend. 

• The advisor will document their circumstances and notify 
the appropriate campus offices.

Tuition-Free Community 
College



New Mainer Website

Welcome to FAME’s 
New Mainers Website

 Meet Floreka!

 Get Ready for College

 Paying for College

 Credential Evaluation

 Foreign Credentialing 
Grant Program

 Resources

 FAQ

 How Floreka Can Help!

FAMEmaine.com/newmainers



New Mainer Website – 
Getting Ready

College Going Information

Higher education is 
structured very differently in 
the U.S. than in other 
countries.

There are great programs to 
support college going 
students!

 Talent Search 

 Upward Bound

 Student Support Services 



New Mainer Website – 
Paying for College



New Mainer Website – 
Paying for College

Helpful Tools

 Determining Eligibility for 
Federal Student Aid

 Tracking Status of 
Immigration Application

 Paying for Higher 
Education Video

 Scholarships for New 
Mainers



New Mainer Website – 
Eligible for FSA

Eligible for Federal Financial Aid



New Mainer Website – 
Unsure of Eligibility?

Eligible for Federal Financial Aid

Not sure if eligible for 
Federal Student Aid?  

Use this tool!



New Mainer Website – 
Paying for College

Not Eligible for Federal 

Student Aid

 School Choice

 Resources to Explore

 Pay As You Go

 Employer Educations 
Benefits



Scholarships

 Local high school or 
guidance office

 College financial aid office

 Employer/parent employer 

 Faith based institutions

 Local service organization

New Mainer Website – 
Paying for College



New Mainer Website – 
Credential Evaluation

Common Types of 
Evaluations

 Course-by-Course Credential 
Evaluation

 Educational Credential 
Evaluation

 Professional Work 
Experience Evaluation



New Mainer Website – 
Credential Evaluation

Evaluation Tips

 Be sure the evaluation 
service is a member of 
the National Association 
of Credential Evaluation 
Services

 Questions or more 
support needed? Contact 
the New Mainers 
Resource Center!



New Mainer Website – 
Foreign Credentialing Grant

Foreign Credentialing 
Grant 

 Covers costs associated 
with obtaining a foreign 
credential evaluation

 Maximum grant of $700

 Open to any Maine 
resident with a foreign 
credential that needs to 
be evaluated

 Funds are limited – first 
come, first served



New Mainer Website – 
Organizational Resources

 Gateway Community 
Services

 Hope Acts

 Learning Works

 Maine Youth Action Network

 My Place Teen Center

 New Mainers Resource 
Center

 Portland Adult Education 
(PAE)

 Portland Public 
Schools: Multilingual and 
Multicultural Center

 Prosperity Maine

 The Root Cellar

 Tree Street Youth

 Youth & Community 
Engagement



New Mainer Website – 
FAQ

FAFSA Related Questions and Answer:

 Am I eligible to receive federal student aid?

 As an eligible noncitizen, is there any additional information I 
need to provide when completing the FAFSA?

 As an undocumented student or DACA student, can I file the 
FAFSA?

 As an eligible noncitizen, what will I need to complete the 
FAFSA?

 One or both of my parents live outside of the United States. Do 
I need to include their financial information?

 How do you represent income from a foreign tax return?



How Floreka Can Help!

 One-on-one appointments

 Classroom presentations

 College application assistance

 Scholarship application assistance

 Credential evaluation grant 
application help

 Navigating resources and more



FAME Resources
Partner Mailing



Financial Aid 
Resources

FAME Website:

FAMEmaine.com/FAFSA

Links to:

 FAFSA Simplification 
Filing the 2023-2024 
FAFSA

 Filing the 2024-2025 
FAFSA

FAME Resources



Questions?



Thank you for joining us today!

Find more FREE resources and information at

FAMEmaine.com/education.

Follow Us:

Contact Us: Education@FAMEmaine.com

PH: 207-623-3263 or 800-228-3734

TTY: 207-626-2717
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